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lingers lovingly over the description of these hideous monsters, which
the Buddhist monuments of India and Turkestan were to reproduce
faithfully in accordance with its accounts.1 Gathered in a howling
rout round the Blessed One, they hurled at him a cloud of missiles,
including even whole mountains, but as these approached him, they
were transformed into celestial canopies and garlands of flowers.
The demons also darted forth jets of poison and flame from their
eyes and mouths, but this ring of fire was checked in its course and
hovered like a crown of light round the bodhisattva, who now called
heaven and earth to witness the excellence of his effort by the act
known as the bhumisparsa, or touching of the earth: immediately the
ground opened and the Earth appeared down to his middle and did
solemn homage to him.
Terror having proved fruitless, Mara had recourse to other weap-
ons. He sent his daughters, who tried all their seductive wiles upon
the bodhisattva, singing to him as follows: "Friend, let us rejoice.
Lo, the time has come of the most lovely, the most charming of sea-
sons, the season of spring, the joy of both women and men, when the
trees are in bloom, and everything is filled with flocks of birds. Be-
hold these flowering trees with their young branches, upon which the
kokil-birds sing and the bees hum. Come, abandon thyself to pleas-
ure upon the earth, where grows the greensward, soft, rich, and thick,
in the woods haunted by a host of fairies. . . . Thy body is fair and
graceful, and we were created to give pleasure to gods and men: to
this end do we exist. Arise now swiftly and enjoy thy fair youth."
Their silky hair, the Lalitavistara goes on to say, was drenched with
heavy perfumes, their faces were artfully painted, their eyes were
lovely and as large as the petals of a full-blown lotus. And the tempt-
ing voice went on: " Behold them, lord, they are lovely and have no
thought save of love. Behold, 0 lord, their firm breasts, high-placed
and rounded, the three captivating creases at their waist, and their